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course quite rightly on their principles) to draw away the
Nestorians to another obedience, and had succeeded with a
certain number of them. A zealous deacon of the old
church, much annoyed at this declension from the ways
and faith of the fathers, disclosed to the writer a notable
scheme for soaking the walls of the little Roman chapel with
paraffin, and setting light to it during service, so as to
dispose of chapel and worshippers at once.
In some natural horror, his Rabbi rebuked him, making
him recite the Sixth Commandment and other appropriate
passages of. scripture. He certainly promised to respect
Western prejudices in the matter, and kept his word loyally;
but incidentally showed that quotation is a game at which
two can play/ " What you say is true no doubt Rabbi
But yet you know that these Papists are after all little
better than idolaters; and it is written that the good King
Josiah did bid his people burn the idolaters' bones ! "
A case that is perhaps even stronger was the sad lot of a
Jewish village, which was situate* Jor its sins, in the land of
Berwar, just within ccmfprtatjte raiding distance of Tyari
territory. Jewish villages-ar?rare in the land, but there
are a few; mostly claiming descent from the " ten tribes "
which were settled here by Sargon.
If the descent so claimed be correct, the lot of these
poor Hebrews was doubly hard ; for they were raided on
three successive Good Fridays by the Tyari men, not because
of any feud, but purely out of respect for the day! Some-
thing had to be done, in the raiders' opinion, to show their
abhorrence of an act about which they had much the same
feelings as King Clovis; and much the same uncertainty
as to dates.
The episode was mediaeval, but the people are mediaeval;
and eveti more civilized people sometimes use the Jews
equally ill. The Tyari men must have sung with right
good will in those years, the anthem of then* Easter vigil
service: '* Woe to the people of the Jews!"
That strange observances, beliefs, and superstitions
should linger in this corner of Asia, even to a greater extent
than in other parts, is natural enough. Second sight,